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He believed that in early 
life he had suffered from a slight attack of 


| diabetes. 


March, 1840. | 
The President, Dr. Geruarp, in the Chair. | 


Case of Dr. Parrish, Reported by Georce B. | 


Woop, M.D., Professor of Materia Medica in| P 


the University of Pennsylvania. 

The following account of the case of the | 
late Dr, JoserpH Parrisy is drawn up from | 
memory, no notes having been taken during 
its progress, | 

When about twenty-five years of age, the | 
Doctor was affected with a severe and lasting | 
cough, and considered himself in danger of pul- | 
monary consumption, to which he believed that | 
he had a family predisposition, having lost a_ 

_ brother and sister by that complaint, Under | 
a course, however, of vigorous exercise and | 
free exposure to the air, without the use of 
medicines, he ultimate] y surmounted the threat- | 
ening symptoms. ‘The existence of cicatrices | 
in the upper portions of the lungs, discovered | 
upon post mortem examination, proves that 
his apprehensions were well founded, and at 
the same time affords strong evidence in favour | 
of the plan of treatment which he adopted in 
his own case, and always strenuously advo- 
cated, 

For many years after the disappearance of | 
the pectoral affection, Dr. Parrish suffered 
much from dyspepsia, which continued with 
him even till middle life. But from this also | 
he was at length relieved, and afterwards en- 
joyed good health, with the exception of occa- 
sional severe attacks of catarrh during the 
winter, and of irregular gouty or rheumatic 
affections, particularly of lumbago, which usu- 
ally continued but for a short period. In one 
of these attacks, however, of irregular gout, 
which occurred about eleven years previously 
to his last illness, he was confined to his bed 
a long time, and suffered extremely. The 
disease appeared to affect chiefly his stomach, 
diaphragm, intercostal muscles, and upper ex- 
tremities ; and he was at one time considered 
in imminent danger. He had a slow conva- 
lescence, but recovered entirely, without any 
apparent relics of the disease, which could 
give rise to uneasiness. His predisposition to 
gout was thought to be hereditary. 

It may be proper to mention, in reference to 
the state of the kidneys and prostate glands, 
revealed by dissection, that he laboured, during 
the greater part of his life, under more or less 
Irritation of the urinary passages, and that the 





secretion of urine was more. copious than is 
Wuote No, 90, 24 


These preliminary facts are stated, as they 
may throw some light upon the character of 
the affection of which he died, and upon the 
henomena observed after death. 

The health of Dr. Parrish began to decline 

in the early part of last summer. He lost 
flesh, and felt uncomfortable, without being 
able to ascribe his condition to any particular 
cause. In August, 1839, he visited Saratoga, 
with the view of improving his health, and 
while absent from home, was attacked with a 
severe neuralgic affection of his lower extre- 
mities. This was so far relieved by opiates 
as to enable him to return to Philadelphia, but 
did not entirely disappear for several weeks. 
The chief seat of the affection was in the calf 
of the left leg. The pain was excruciating, 
but without heat, redness, or swelling of the 
part. It yielded to very copious local deple- 
tion, by means of leeches. 

After this attack ke never recovered his for- 
mer health, His appetite was impaired, his 
bowels often costive, his sleep disturbed and 
not refreshing; and, though he continued to 
attend to his professional duties, he exhibited 
less energy than formerly, and in the after- 


‘noons was indisposed to exertion, sleeping 


much in his chair, and often waking up in a 
debilitating perspiration. Soon after the com- 
mencement of winter, he was seized with ca- 
tarrh, which gradually increased, and at length 
became so severe as to render confinement 
prudent if not necessary. It was not, how- 
ever, till about the first of January that he 
concluded to remain at home and try the effect 
of remedies. 

He was now much more emaciated, had a 
pulse of about one hundred, and apprehended 
phthisis; and it was the conviction that he 
was predispossd to this complaint which had 
induced him to delay confinement, But the 
existing pectoral symptoms were obviously 
those ef bronchial inflammation, and yielded 
very considerably to a slight mercurial im- 
pression produced by the blue pill. The ge- 
neral amelioration of his condition, under the 
influence of mercury, was indeed very striking. 
Expectoration, which was before deficient, 
became established, the cough was diminish- 
ed in violence, and the pulse sunk down to 
the natural standard. He was so much im- 
proved as to be able todeave his house occa- 
sionally, and even to visit patients, when the 
weather was favourable. But he was still far 
from being well. The emaciation continued, 
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and the cough, though moderated, did not alto- | the mercurial was omitted, An attempt was 
gether leave him, but took on a lary ngeal cha- | made to interrupt the paroxysms of coughing, 
racter, as if the irritation which produced it by quinia; but this was omitted, after a few 
was seated chiefly in the glottis, The pulse | grains had been taken, in consequence of the 
again became more frequent than natural, and | irritation of stomach which it produced, With 
he began to have a sallow hue, though the the same view, enemata of laudanum were ad- 
alvine evacuations and the urine were little, if ministered in anticipation of the paroxysm for 
at all, changed in colour, Petechia made their two or three days successively. ‘This remedy 
appearance ‘pretty thickly upon the lower ex- | produced the desired effect, and the harassing 
tremities, but were not permanent, Though laryngeal cough ceased almost entirely, but 
the appetite was somewhat impaired, enough | the irritation appeared merely to have receded, 
food was taken for healthy nutrition, had not |and the increase of the lethargic symptoms, 
some latent cause existed to disturb the pro- and the almost constant sleepiness whic h came 
cess. on, indicated, but too plainly, that it had been 
After exposure out of doors, and fatiguing transferred to the membranes of the brain. 
professional exertion, on the 29th of February | Up to this period, Dr. Parrish, though ocea- 
he became so much worse as to be confined to | sionally seen by medical friends, had kept the 
his room, which he did not afterwards leave. ‘management of the case in his own hands, 
His cough was now almost exclusively laryn- | Drs. ‘Wood and Otto were now called into 
geal, and occurred paroxysmally towards the | ‘consultation with Dr. Isaac Parrish; though 
close of the day, when it became exceedingly | even till within two days of the close of the 
violent, and continued almost incessantly fer | | disease, the mind of the patient, when suffi- 
hours. ‘The sensation in his throat was such | ‘ciently aroused, acted with entire clearness, 
that he could scarcely convince himself that;and his opinions were necessarily allowed 
there was not a foreign body in the larynx. | Some weight in the treatment. ‘Towards the 
The slightest attempt to speak brought on vio- | close of the case, Dr, Hewson was associated 
lent convulsive attacks of coughing, which | in the consultation. 
were attended with shooting pain in the throat, | A few leeches were applied to the temples, 
and not unfrequently also with vomiting, con- | and mustard to the feet. Calomel was given 
sequent, probably, upon the agitation of the jin minute and frequently repeated doses, and 
parts about the fauces, ‘The stomach was at | the diet was continued as before. The drow- 
length thrown into a state of sympathetic irri- | siness was somewhat diminished, and the sto- 
tation, which continued even during the ab-| mach became more retentive, but the case was 
sence of the cough, so that scarcely “anything | complicated by the occurrence of singultus, 
swallowed could be retained. ‘The pulse was | which gradually increased, and soon became 
now usually between ninety and one hundred, |one of the most prominent symptoms, contin- 
soft and moderately full; the skin soft and of | uing, with occasional interruptions, till a day 
a natural temperature; the tongue slightly | lor t two before death. Neuralgic pains also 
furred and disposed to dryness ; the secretion occurred in the left thigh and leg, and some 
from the kidneys and liver very nearly healthy | soreness was observed along the upper part of 
in appearance, though the evacuations from the spine. The latter affection increased by 
the bowels were sometimes rather too light | degrees, occupying chiefly the back of the 
coloured, and the urine rather too yellow. | neck and the left shoulder, and became at 
The sallowness and emaciation had somewhat | length so severe as greatly to impede motion, 
increased, and a slight disposition to lethargy ‘Towards the close of the case, it constituted 
was observable, which appeared to have ex- | almost the sole source of complaint. 
isted for some time previously, though it had| The remedies employed were chiefly calo- 
not attracted particular attention. There was | mel in small doses, as before ; musk, creosote, 
no unusual irritation of the urinary passages; | assafetida by enema, and other antispasmo- 
no pain in the small of the back, nor in the | dics, for the relief of the hiccough; magnesia 
right side or shoulder; no difficulty in lying in | and rhubarb, with terebinthinate enemata, as 
any position; very little, if any, tenderness in laxatives ; blisters to the extremities, and over 
the right hypochondrium, in short,none of the |the stomach; acetate of morphia in small 
usual evidences of inflammation of the kidneys | quantities to the blistered surface in the epigas- 
or liver, though the lethargic symptoms, and | trium, and dry cups to the back of the neck, 
the somewhat jaundiced condition of the skin | with the abstraction of an ounce or two of 
and eyes, might seem to point to these organs | blood from the same part. The diet consisted 
as the seat of disease. chiefly of cream and chicken broth. There 
A blister was applied to the throat; the | was a constant desire for cold drinks, in which 
blue mass and hyoscyamus were taken in | the patient was indulged, carbonic acid water 
small doses frequently repeated; cream or | being preferred, as it ‘quieted the irritability of 
milk, with lime water, was employed as food, | the stomach, Opiates, moderately given, re- 
and to allay the sickness of stomach. The | lieved distress without increasing stupor, but 





gums soon became somewhat sore, without | were thought to be followed, when their im- 





any material amendment of the symptoms, and | mediate effects went off, by an increase of 
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nausea, and were used as little as possible. 
The loss of blood, though indicated by some of 
the local symptoms, was forbidden by the 
steadily increasing prostration, and even the 
slight local bleeding was not well borne. 

The treatment seemed to have no other 
effect than a temporary alleviation of the dis- 
tressing symptoms. The disease marched 
steadily onward. ‘The lethargy increased, the 
skin became quite jaundiced, the abdomen 
tympanitic, the pulse more frequentand feeble, 
and the bowels obstinately costive. Subsul- 
tus tendinum came on, but there was no para- 
lysis. The only additional remedies emptoy- 
ed were the oil of turpentine, and aromatic 
ammoniated alcohol, ‘Towards the end of the 
complaint the sight and hearing were. greatly 
impaired, and for twenty-four hours before 
death seem to have been altogether lost. Jn 
the midst of the lethargy there were evidences 
of considerable physical uneasiness, but this 
entirely disappeared during the last three or 
four hours, and life was gradually extinguish- 
ed without convulsions, or other distressing 
symptoms, 

Death occurred on the 18th of March, 


Notes of an examination of the body of Dr. 
Joseph Parrish, March 19, 1840, thirty-two 
hours after death. Present Drs. Otto, Wood, 
Ashmead, Pennock, Gerhard, Kirkbride, Bar- 
ton, and West. 

Jaundiced tint of skin—Emaciation of face 
very decided,—no infiltration, 

Head.—Scalp unusually dry and bloodless ; 
the yellowness extending to the pericranium : | 
adhesion of dura mater to cranium unusually 
strong; veins of upper part of brain nearly | 
empty ; at least three ounces of serum exuded | 
from beneath the arachnoid ; this membrane 
upon its upper surface semi-opuque, and ele- 
vated by the effused serum ; arachnoid not ad- 
herent, cloudy, not granulated, quite pale; | 
convolutions distinct, pale, firm; consistence | 
of upper part of cerebrum even greater than | 
usual ; both substances extremely pale, with a 
faint, yellowish tinge ; cortical substance pro- 
jecting above the level of the medullary, and 
rather disproportionately firm; cerebral sub- 
stance, in general, extremely firm. One, 


. © | 
or two drachms of serum in the ventricles. | 


Plexus Choroides moderately injected. Thalami | 
and corpora striata firm and normal, 

Base of brain offered about two ounces of se- | 
rum; appearance of this part remarkably 
healthy, with barely average injection. The 
membranes are scarcely injected or opaque; 
substance of brain and cerebellum pale and firm. | 

Thorax, —On right side some adhesions are | 
found posteriorly, with effusion into pleura of. 
half a pint of reddish serum, The right lung | 
at its summit presents an irregular puckered | 
depression, which is firm and opaque ; upon 
cutting into it, there is found a substance for the | 
most part of a dirty grayish colour, nearly car- 








; 
i 


} 


tilaginous in consistence, with some grains of 
a calcareous matter in it, evidently the cicatrix 
of an old tubercular cavity ofsmall size. From 
the back part of this depression there ex- 
tends another one, which is more irregular, 
running round the lung, and connected with 
similar deposit. Upon stretching and pull- 
ing the lung slightly, cellular tissue may 
be discovered passing through this hardened 
mass, and apparently constitutingit, Several 
large vessels may be seen passing around 
the above cellular substance; one or two 
slighter depressions of the same kind are 
found in the adjacent parts of the lung. The 
substance of the lung generally is gorged with 
serum, crepitous, and contains air; the vessels 
are more or less enlarged; the pleura of the 
upper third of the lung is more or less opaque, 
giving to the whole of this portion of the lung 
a peculiar wrinkled aspect, less marked, how- 
ever, than at the summit. ‘The mucous mem- 
brane of the bronchial tubes, opaque, jaundiced, 
but net reddened. 

Left lung.—Nearly as much serum in the 
pleural cavity of this side as in the right one, 
of same character; the lung free from adhe- 
sions; its lower lobe more engorged with 
blood than the right, but containing less se- 
rum; stil] crepitous throughout; upper lobe 
in its lower three-fourths paler than natural; 
some emphysema along its anterior margin ; 
tissue engorged with bloody serum; containing 
air; its upper one-fourth hardened and puck- 
ered, but less so than on the rightside; whole 
tissue somewhat solid and condensed. Several 
masses of cellular substance of the same colour 
as those in the right lung are found in it, two 
of which are particularly well defined, and 
present an irregular central nucleus, one-eighth 
of an inch in diameter, from which run radii, 
of firm cellular substance; appearances still] 
more characteristic of cicatrization, No recent 
tubercular granulations, nor any trace of recent 
tubercular deposition are any where discovera- 
ble. 

Heart.—The pericardium contains about two 
ounces of bloody serum; the surface of heart 
is remarkably free from opacity ; no adhesion 
of pericardium, except slightly at the vessels; 
left ventricle soft, slightly jaundiced; a little 
thickening ahout the mitral valve. Semi-lunar 
valves flexible, buta little cartilaginous at their 





| base, not, however, sufficiently to interfere with 


their action, Some cartilaginous deposit be- 
neath the inner membrane of the aorta imme- 
diately above the valves. Right ventricle of 
the same colour with the left; stained some- 
what yellowish; valves flexible. 
Abdomen.—The peritoneum contains more 
than a quart of reddish-yellow serum, The 
liver is extremely irregular in outward appear- 
ance; its surface is completely studded with 
irregularly rounded elevations, Some of these 
are about the size of grains of rice, others two 
or three times as large. The left lobe is 
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shrunken to half its size; the right a little less 
than usual, The tissue of the liver is ex- 
tremely heavy and condensed. The tuberosi- 
ties of its substance are more marked in the 
left than in the right lobe, and vary in size 
from a pin’s head to a hazle-nvt. The colour 
is a light fawn—cellular substance much atro- 
phied. ‘The seat of the morbid deposit is evi- 
dently in the acini, which vary extremely in 
size. ‘The blood in the vessels of the liver is 
thin and watery. The left lobe, when incised, 
is paler than the right one, and the extreme 
cartilaginous firmness is even better marked in 
it. The granulations of the substance are also 
much more distinct and numerous in the left 
lobe. ‘The liver is not fatty, but on the whole 
presents a remarkable specimen of that pecu- 
liar change in its structure termed cyrrhosis. 
The bile is thin and greenish; in the gall 
bladder are found sta dark green mulberry cal- 
culi, about the size of peas—the lining mem- 
brane of this part is thin and pale, 

Spleen.—Rather firmer than natural; six 
inches by four. 

Siomach,—Of a greenish and reddish colour 
at its great cul-de-sac, evidently from com- 
mencing decomposition; it contains a little 
thin mucus; its cardiac extremity is of a deep 
red colour, chiefly from imbibition ; its lining 
membrane has been finely injected—not soft- 





ened ; rest of its surface marbled with red and | 


green, mamellated and slightly thickened. 
( Note.—The commencing state of decomposi- 
tion of the stomach makes these lesions rather 
doubtful, but evidently this organ has been 
the seat of chronic inflammation and thicken- 
ing.) 
Kidneys,—Left one very large, with great 
abundance of fat about it; upon re-noving it, 
we opened into a sac which was filled with 
purulent liquid; the sac containing the pus 
occupies half the anterior, and the whole pos- 
terior of the kidney, except at its summit—it 
is formed by the proper membrane of the kid- 
ney, which is detached from it, and in this 
way constitutes the abscess. The posterior 
part of the kidney presents, near its inferior 
extremity, an adhesion an inch and a half in 
diameter, rounded, the membrane adjoining it 
is evidently a purulent membrane, which here 
and there has small, rounded ulcerations in it. 
The yellow spots, observable on its surface, 
connected with the membrane of the kidney, 
and forming the points of adhesion to it, con- 
stitute the exterior of the masses of purulent 
infiltration into the cortical substance of the 
kidney. ‘The cellular substance of the kidney 
remains, but no trace is to be found of the true 
renal structure; near, and above this, is ano- 
ther purulent infiltration of irregular size, of 
which there are several throughout the cortical] 
portion, constituting, in fact, small abscesses, 
the largest of which will contain an almond, 
About one-fourth of the kidney retains, in part, 
its normal appearance, but is filled with the 





yellow granulations of the acini, which are 
evidently those of Bright’s disease. The ex- 
terior of this portion of the kidney presents a 
yellowish chagrined appearance from the pro- 
jection of the same granulations, ‘The whole 
of the kidney is enlarged about one-third, lo- 
bulated; the ground work of it is of a more 
livid colour than usual, and soft, 

Right kidney about of natural size; invest- 
ing membrane adheres closely to it; on sepa- 
rating it, the same yellow points, mentioned 
before, were observed, some of which are 
from one-half to three-quarters of an inch 
broad, prominent, soft, and, on penetrating 
them, they are found to be filled with pus 
of perfectly healthy appearance. The sub- 
stance of the kidney, generally, is of a deep 
red colour, dotted with darker brownish points; 
at the posterior and inferior part, on detaching 
the membrane, we open into an abscess con- 
taining about two ounces of perfectly creamy, 
landable pus, which is contained in a similar 
infiltrated mass, formed by the cellular sub- 
stance, here and there thrown into poches, (very 
similar to forming abscesses in the lungs,) 
which do not seem to communicate with the 
calices in either kidney, The rest of the kid- 
ney, in its cortical substance, is filled with 
minute granulations, less marked, however, 
than in the left one; the cortical substance is 
soft, reddish, and evidently inflamed. 

Bladder very nearly natural; slight rough- 
ness of its lining membrane, at its inferior por- 
tion, like grains of sand on it. 

Pancreas contains more blood than usual; 
harder; ecchymosed throughout; lobules firmer 
than usual, harder, 

Prostate gland not enlarged, its texture 
changed internally in about one-half of it, to 
an almost cartilaginous firmness, of a yellow- 
ish tinge, not grating under the knife; upon 
squeezing it, a purulent fluid is poured out, 
apparently the secretion of the glands; upon 
cutting into it, the same fluid is seen in small 
points through it, 

Lar ge intestines opened in several places; 
contain yellow feces; mucous membrane of a 
slate colour; no ulceration found at any point 
observed. 

Small intestines of same appearance, appa- 
rently perfectly healthy. 


At a meeting of the Pathological Society of 
Philadelphia, held March, 1840, the following 
resolutions were adopted : 

Resolved, That the Pathological Society 
have learned with deep regretthe demise of their 
respected associate member, Dr. Josern Par- 
RISH, Whose philanthropy and devotion to the 
science of medicine, have for so many years 
commanded the high respect and regard of the 
members of his profession, and will ever be 
a gata by them with the liveliest grati- 
tude, 
| Resolved, That the Society highly appreci- 
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ate the importance of the directions given by 
Dr. Parrish, that his body should be examined, 
believing that the example is one which 1s 
eminently conducive to the advancement of the 
science of medicine, and to the deepest inte- 
rests of humanity. 

Geo. W. Norris, Secretary. 





At a special meeting of the Philadelphia 
Medical Society, held on the 19th of March, 
1840, the Vice President, Professor Samue. 
Jackson, being in the Chair, the following 
preamble and resolutions were adopted : 

Whereas, It appears to be proper to this So- 
ciety that, upon the decease of an eminent 
member of this body, some expression of the 
sentiments of his remaining brethren upon the 
occasion should be made public, and, 

Whereas, [t hath pleased the Divine Pro- 
vidence to remove from this world our late es- 
teemed and beloved member, JosepH Parrisn, 
M. D., it is, therefore, 

Resolved, That we have heard with pro- 
found regret of the decease of that eminent 
physician, whose professional skill, humanity, 
and libera] and just conduct, have long endear- 
ed him to us, and to the profession at large in 
this city. 

_ Resolved, That we deplore the loss of a phy- 
Sician whose long career in the practice of his 
art has been distinguished by the most brilliant 
success, accompanied by a modesty and inge- 
nuousness of conduct, which secured to him 
the affectionate attachment of the medical pro- 
fession in this city, as well as their highest re- 
spect, 

Resolved, That a member of this Society 
be requested to prepare and deliver before this 
body, a biographical account of the deceased, 
in order that, although his present and living 
example has ceased from among us, some per- 
manent memorials may be secured, of a life 
which has been highly useful to the medical 
body, by a pure example of morals, by great 
attainments in medicine and surgery, and bya 
rare moderation, fit to be preserved as the model 
of a wise, benevolent, and upright physician. 

Resolved, That the members of the Society 
wear crape on the left arm for thirty days, as 
a testimony of their feelings, as expressed in 
the foregoing resolutions. 

Resolved, That the members of the Society 
will atiend the funeral of the deceased, to-mor- 
row afternoon, at three o’clock, and that we 
hereby invite the physicians of this city to meet 
with us at our Hall, in order to join with us 
in the manifestation of due respect to the de- 
ceased. 

Resolved, That a committee of three mem- 
bers be appointed to present a copy of these 
resolutions to the family of the deceased. 

Resolved, That Dr. Gzorce B. Woop be 
respectfully requested to prepare the memoir 
contemplated in the above resolutions. 

Resolved, That an account of the proceed- 








ZOLLICKOFFER’S CASE OF ABORTION. 185 





ings of this meeting be published in the medi- 
cal periodicals of this city, and in the city 
morning papers of to-morrow. 
Epwarp Hartsnorne, Jr., Rec. Sec. 
Philadelphia, March 19, 1840. 





At a meeting of the former pupils of the late 
Dr. Josep Parrisn, held at the hall of the 
Medical Society on the 21st of March, 1840, 
Professor Woop was called to the Chair, and 
Dr. Norris appointed Secretary. The fol- 
lowing resolutions, offered by Prof. Morron, 
were adopted : 

Resolved, That we contemplate with feel- 
ings of unfeigned sorrow, the demise of our 
venerated friend and preceptor, JoserA Par- 
rnisH, M. D. 

Resolved, That we regard the death of this 
estimable man as a severe loss, not only to the 
medical profession, but to the community at 
large, and ahove all, to ourselves, who have 
been instructed by his precepts, and fostered 
by his kindness, 

Resolved, That an intimacy of many years 
continuance, has tended more and more to en- 
hance our esteem for his many virtues, his 
amiable manners, and his professional skill. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions 
be presented to the family of Dr, Parrish, with 
the assurance of our sincere sympathy for the 
afflictive bereavement they have suffered in his 
death. 

Prof. Morron and Dr, Yarpiey were then 
appointed a committee to carry into effect the 
last resolution. 

On motion of Dr. Yarpiey, it was 

Resolved, That this meeting cordially unite 
with the Medical Society in the appointment 
of Professor Woop (one of our number) to pre- 
pare a biographical memoir of our lamented 
preceptor; believing that he will do full jus- 
tice to his superior ability asa teacher of medi- 
cine and surgery, as well as pourtray his ex- 
alted and endearing character as a physician, 
his worth as a man, and his virtues as a Chris- 
tian. 

Resolved, That we will in a body attend 
the reading of said memoir, at such time and 
place as Dr. Woop and the Medical Society 
may select, 

On motion of Dr. West, 

Resolved, That the proceedings of this meet- 
ing be published in the medieal periodicals and 
newspapers of the city. 

Geo. W. Norris, Secretary. 





CASE OF ABORTION-——ONE FQ@TUS, WITH 
TWO PLACENTAS. 
BY WILLIAM ZOLLICKOFFER. M. D. 
To the Editors of the Medical Examiner. 


Middleburg, (Md.) 21st March, 1840, 


GenTLEMEN :—The following very singular 
occurrence is communicated to you, for the 
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purpose of insertion in the * Medical Exami- 
ner,” if you deem it worthy of publicity, 
Very respectfully, 
Wa. ZoLiickorrer, 


During an obstetric practice of twenty-three 
years, | have delivered six hundred and fifty- 
one women, and I never recollect to have wit- 
nessed a phenomenon analogous to the one 
which is the subject of this paper. 

On the 17th instant, Mr. Peter Ogle called 
on me to visit his wife, who, he said, was 
‘¢ about to lose her little one, and is flooding 
very much.” The communication of this in- 
telligence caused me to delay as little as 
possible in reaching his house, about three 
miles distant from my residence. Fortunate- 


time before my arrival, and the hemorrhage 
had ceased as a consequence of the uterus hav- 
ing contracted to an extent sufficient to check 
the alarming sanguineous flood, which she 
was, as she said, * afraid would end her life 
before you could see me.”? Mrs, O.’s situa- 
tion being such as to prevent her from having 
the necessary attendants, on such occasions, 
happily for me, was the cause of the cloths 
remaining until I removed them. Onexamin- 
ing their contents, I found a very small fetus, 
with all the appendages enveloped in the clot- 
ted blood. Here I discovered two distinct pla- 
centas, The umbilical cord, about two inches 
from the umbilicus, bifurcated, each ramifica- 
tion entering a distinct placenta. From the 
size of the foetus, I supposed Mrs, O. had been 
pregnant about three months. ‘This opinion cor- 
responded with her calculation. I have wit- 
nessed three twin cases, each having only one 
placenta ; but never, before the case of Mrs. O., 
had the pleasure of viewing two placentas 
to a single child. 

I have regretted exceedingly, since the oc- 
currence of this circumstance, that 1 had not 
pocketed the curious production for preserva- 
tion in alcohol. 


THE MEDICAL EXAMINER. 


PHILADELPHIA, MARCH 21, 1840, 























We publish to-day the resolutions which 
were adopted by several medical societies re- 
lative to the death of their respected colleague, 
Dr. Parrisu. He was a practitioner of medi- 
cine at Philadelphia, for a period of thirty-five 
years, and was for a large portion of the time 
in full and honourable practice. No member 
of the profession was more generally esteemed 
by his patients, as well as by his medical bre- 
thren. His tact in recognising, and his skill 
in treating disease, acquired for him the re- 
spect of all who claimed his professional as- 








sistance, while the kindness and friendliness 
of his manner and feeling won their affection. 

The remarkable tact possessed by Dr. Par- 
rish in recognising disease, and in devising 
the best means of treating it, was shown in 
his own history. In his lectures he was in 
the habit of referring to his own case, and to 
some others of a similar kind which had fallen 
under his notice, as a proof that a tendency 
to phthisis might be counteracted by abundant 
exercise in the open air. This practice he 
steadily pursued; and although it is not the 
only means of arresting the commencement of 


ly for Mrs. O., the fetus was expelled some. phthisis, it is the essential foundation of all 


‘treatment, In the management of the epide- 


mic of typhus, which occurred here some years 
since, and in numerous other cases in which 
the views of Dr. Parrish were derived solely 
from vigorous powers of observation, he gave 
similar proofs of discernment and skill. 

He attained this knowledge of the nature of 
these diseases, chiefly from his native powers 
of observation, He was well instructed in 
his professional studies, but, like many physi- 
cians who are pressed upon by the cares of an 
extended practice, he had not leisure to keep 
himself familiarly acquainted with the later 
researches in the pathology of disease. Of the 
importance of this study he was, however, 
perfectly aware, and from a conscientious con- 
viction of the duty of a physician to encourage 
the prosecution of pathological researches, he 
gave repeated directions that his body should 
be examined in such a way as would most 
conduce to the interests of medical science, 
and he requested a surgical friend, whom he 
had often consulted with reference to the chro- 
nic disease, which at last proved fatal, to be 
present at the examination, and explain the 
symptoms under which he had laboured for 
many years, 
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Report of the Proceedings of the Scientific Meet- 
ing held at Pisa in October, 1839. By Georce 
Stewart Newsiceinc, M.D., F.R.C.S.E., 
&c., in a Letter to the Editor.—Having been 
at Pisa during the late meeting of the Ttalian 
Scientific Association, I shall give you such 
short details of its proceedings as J think will 
interest you, A full account of its transactions 
will, I believe, be published by and by; but, 
as some time may elapse before that be ready 
for circulation, you may, perhaps, in the mean- 








seeder siete ne 








‘eral ay 


REINA Pai PSN ba ca al sea a a oc es te 


GE CAREER a eRe Eo no ee 


GREE Aap mnietane itt 


sosthiniean ach taneeantnaaaeiaaena een 








ene 


OO ri ee 8 ene ten vas 
Segre rent 


187 SPP PRY PSNR I os ee Bees 


FOREIGN SUMMARY. 


time, be pleased to have such notice of them 
as I, a bird of passage in Italy, have been able 
to glean, 

The institution of this Association is, it is 
said, mainly to be attributed to the exertions 
of the Prince of Musignano, (son of Lucien 
Bonaparte, Prince of Canino,) who is devoted 
to the science of zoology, and reported to have 
a fine collection of natural history. He, it 
seems, attended the Freyburg meeting of 1838, 
and, judging from the good effects of such re- 
unions in Germany, that a similar one in Italy 
might be beneficial to science, he set about its 
establishment, and was fortunately seconded 
in his views by the liberal encouragement 
which he met with on the part of the Grand 
Duke of Tuscany, It has, however, as was 
to be expected in this country, met with some 
opposition in certain quarters, but that has been 
of limited amount, and, with the exception of 
Modena, Naples, and the Papal dominions, 
the meeting was attended by professors, dele- 
gates, and others, from all the Italian states, 
making up the number of 421, foreigners and 
natives included. Of strangers, there were 
not many, and with the exception of Professor 
Oken, of Zurich, Professor Audouin, of Paris, 
and one or two more, none of.any great cele- 
brity attended from other countries, so that the 
meeting was essentially what, on our admis- 
sion cards, it professed to be :—‘*La prima Ri- 
unione de Naturalisti, Medici, et Altri Scien- 
yiati Italiani tenuta in Pisa nell’ Ottobre, 
1839,’’—the first meeting of Naturalists. Phy- 
sicians, and other scientific Italians, held in 
Pisa in October, 1839. The muster of these 
was numerous, among whom were many of 
at least an Italian reputation ; but as the enu- 
meration of them would be an unnecessarily 
tedious detail, we shall consign them to an 
honourable silence, except in so faras allusion 
is made to them in connection with the trans- 
actions of the meeting, 

The first assembling of the members took 
place on the first of October, after having pre- 
viously in a body, attended high mass, cele- 
brated in the magnificent old Cathedral. This 
meeting was, of course, merely of a general 
and introductory nature, at which the general 
President and Secretary were named,—the 
former, Dr. Gerbi, Professor of Mechanical 
Philosophy, and the latter, Signor Filippo 
Corridi, Professor of Geometry and Trigono- 
metry, both of the University of Pisa. Tem- 
porary presidents for each section were then 
appointed, under whose auspices these met 
next day, the 2d of October, in their respective 
localities, and proceeded to elect, by vote, the 
individuals who were to conduct their pro- 
ceedings, during the session of the Associa- 
tion. 

The following is a list of the sections into 
which the members divided themselves, with 
the names of the different Presidents and Se- 
cretaries :-— 











Sledicine. 

President—Giacomo Tommasini, Professor 
of Clinical Medicine at Parma. 

Secretary—Francesco Puccinotti, Professor 
of Medical Jurisprudence at Pisa. 

Chemistry, Mechanics, and the Mathematical 
Sczences, 

President—Pietro Configliachi, Professor of 
Mechanical Philosophy at Pavia. 

Secretaries—Luigi Pacinotti, Professor of 
Experimental Mechanics at Pisa, who took 
charge of the Chemical and Physical Depart- 
ments of this Section. 

Vincenzo Amici, Professor of Astronomy at 
Florence, who superintended the Mathematical 
and Astronomical subdivision. 

Agriculture and Tecnologia. 

President—The Marquis of Ridolfi,* having 
for 

Vice President—Gitseppe Gazzeri, Profes- 
sor of Chemistry at Florence. 

Secretary—F rancesco Gera, of Brescia, 

Zoology and Comparative Anatomy. 

President—The Prince of Musignano, 

Vice President—Giacinto Carena, Secretary 
of the Royal Academy at Turin. 

Secretary—Giuseppe Gene, Professor of 
Zoology at Turin. 

Botany and Vegetable Physiology. 

President—Gaetano Savi, Professor of Bo- 
tany at Pisa, 

Vice President—Giuseppe Moretti, Profes- 
sor of Botany, and Rector of the University of 
Pavia. 

Secretartes—-Bartolommeo Biasoletto, of 
Dignano, superintending the Botanical subdi- 
vision. 

Fillippo Narducci, Professor of Botany at 
Marerata, that of Vegetable Physiology. 

Geology, Mineralogy, and Geography. 

President—Angelo Sismondi, Protessor of 
Mineralogy at Turin, 

Secretary—Ludovico Pasini, of Vicenza. 

The election of the preceding presidents 
constituted the sectional proceedings of the 
second day; after which, as a kind of gala, 
the inauguration took place of a statuet of 
Galileo, lately put up in the court of the Uni- 
versity. ‘This ceremony consisted in a cho- 
rus, singing several songs composed for the 
occasion, and in the delivery of an appropviate 
and very eloquent oration by Signor Giovanni 
Rosina ;¢ the intervals being beguiled by two 


B.. 


* The Marquis of Ridolfi is well known in Italy 
as the possessor of the property of the Meleto, situ- 
ated between Florence and Siena, where he has 
established a school for Agriculture, and where are 
held the annual meetings of the Tuscan Agricultu- 
ral Society. 

+ By Derni, an artist of Florence. 

+ Author of various literary works, among which 
are some comedies; the historical novels of Luisa 
Strozza and La Monaca di Monya; and a his. 
tory of painting in Italy, in which he is now en. 
gaged. 
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bands of music, which from time to time re- 
lieved each other, As the day was one of Ita- 
ly’s own, bright and smiling, and the attend- 
ance numerous, with a reasonable sprinkling 
of the fair sex, the whole was a very gay and 
interesting scene, 

This summed up the doings of the second 
day. 

On the third there was a general meeting, 
at which, besides the members themselves, 
many ladies and strangers were present, whom 
curiosity or love of science had brought toge- 
ther. At this the general president read his 
address ; and it was not till the fourth day of 
the Congress that its real business, so to speak, 
commenced in its different sections, 

The first meeting of the medical section, of 
whose proceedings I propose giving you a few 
particulars, was opened by an address from its 
President, Professor Tommasini, in which, 
among other topics, he set forth the advantages 
of correct observation and strict deduction in 
the science of medicine, and enlarging on the 
benefit of such assemblies as the present 
among medical men, concluded by express- 
ing his best wishes for the progress of science, 
and for the future continuance and welfare of 
such associations, 

{t is unnecessary to detail the transactions 
of this section in chronological order from day 
to day, and I therefore adopt the more simple 
arrangement of dividing into two categories 
the most important communications made at 
the different meetings, noticing shortly as I 
proceed any interesting discussion to which 
they gave rise. ‘These may accordingly be di- 
vided into, 1. Those relating to personal ob- 
servations or experiments; and, 2, Memoirs 
read to the section. 

And now for the first class, namely, Perso- 
nal Observations or Experiments. 

Dr. Corneliani, Professor of Clinical Medi- 
cine at Pavia, and Dr. Polli, Chemist of Milan, 
read papers on Diabetes, the one giving his 
observations on the history and nature of that 
disease, while the other detailed the result of 
his analysis of the chyme formed in the stomach 
of diabetic patients. 
~ Dr, Corneliani’s views may thus be briefly 
summed up. He considers that the essential 
conditions of diabetes consist in an abnormal 
state of the stomach, during which sugar is 
eliminated in this viscus and not in the kid- 
neys ; that the use of creosote is highly useful 
in this affection, in order to remove the derang- 
ed condition of innervation of the stomach, to 
fix the albumen in the blood, and prevent the 
failure of nutrition; that the cotemporaneous 
use of an animal diet is also necessary, in or- 
der to restore the homogeneous materials to the 
peculiar assimilating power of the diseased 
organ, 

Dr. Polli viewed diabetes as in no case hav- 
ing its seat in the kidneys, butas being al ways 
an affection of the stomach. This, according 





—— ey ~ 


to him, consists not in inflammation, nor in ir- 
ritation, nor in weakness of that organ, butisa 
deviation from its physiological state, which 
may be more properly regarded as a gastric 
neurosis of some specific character. He was 
of opinion, that where inflammation, conges- 
tion, or other such conditigns of the stomach 
present themselves in the course of this dis- 
ease, they ought to be viewed as its conse- 
quences or accidental concomitants, He thus 
concluded, from numerous analyses which he 
has made of the chyme, that diabetes is a spe- 
cific affection of the stomach, which he eallis 
an abnormal process of saccharification., 

Dr. Taddei, Professor of Pharmacology at 
Florence, read a memoir on the colouring mat- 
ter, or Hematosine, of the Blood, After al- 
luding to the uncertainty which even at this 
day prevailed in regard to much of our chemi- 
cal knowledge of this fluid, he adverted to the 
want of accurate information regarding the 
true nature of hematosine,—some of the best 
organic chemists, and Berzelius among the rest, 
having gone the length of asserting, that if 
hazmatosine could be at all distinguished from 
albumen, it was so only by its greater coagu- 
lability ; asserting at the same time, (having 
regard to the manner in which they were both 
acted on by chemical] reagents,) that the one 
was a mere modification of the other, Profes- 
sor ‘l'addei considered the hematosine or co- 
louring matter to be essentially different from 
the albumen, and if down to the present day 
they have appeared similar, it is because the 
former has never been obtained pure, but has 
had its properties always concealed or masked 
by the albumen with which it is constantly 
found combined, 

Though it be difficult to obtain it pure, yet 
Dr. 'Taddei conceives he has discovered a me- 
thod by which the heimatosine may be procured 
free from any admixture, This process he 
calls that of Interposition, (Interposizione,) 
because in making use of a strong acid, as the 
sulphuric, he moderates its too energetic ac- 
tion by interposing various substances ; first 
carbonate of soda, and then sulphate of copper, 
among the molecules of the colouring matter, 
and those of the albumen, and thus succeeds 
in So separating these as to be able to dissolve 
the hematosine with alcohol, and leave the al- 
bumen in the form of a matter presenting the 
appearance of the soft of bread. 

Hematosine thus procured, presents very 
different characters from those which have been 
usually assigned to it, It has been generally 
pronounced coagulable by heat, and soluble by 
water ;* but, on the contrary, Dr. Taddei 
finds the substance procured by his process to 
be not coagulable by heat, nor acids, nor alco- 
hol. Itis insoluble in water, but soluble in 
alcohol, and in ether, and, above all, inalcohol 











* Despretz, Engelhart, Thenard, Guy-Lussac, 
Berzelius. 
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acidulated by nitric acid ; it is also soluble in 
alkalis, in which it becomes of a deep-green 
colour, not unlike that of the bile. It always 
appears red when seen by a refracted light. It 
combines readily with various salts, and is 
precipitated with them from the different solu- 
tions ; it has a strong affinity for albumen and 
other coagulable matters, from which it is al- 
most inseparable after combination, It is de- 
prived of colour by carbon ; it shows the iron, 
which it contains in abundance, after having 


been treated by chlorine; butif it be dissolved | 


by potassa or soda, the chlorine no longer suc- 
ceeds in showing or rendering the iron solu- 
ble, that being retained by the same hematosine 
which is now precipitated white instead of red. 

The pure hematosine has a colouring pro- 
perty of considerable strength, and is in very 
small proportion when compared with the other 
elements of the blood, 

Dr. Taddei added, that he first made known 
his process in 1836, in his public course of 

harmacology at Florence. He is aware that 
Mons. Lecanu presented a thesis to the Facul- 
ty of Medicine of Paris in the end of 1837, 
where he showed a new process of obtaining 
the colouring matter of the blood, which is 
not, however, based on Jnterpositiun, although 
sulphuric acid be employed. ‘The hematosine 
of Lecanu, moreover, did not present all the 
es em of that which Dr, Taddei procured 

y his process, 

Dr. Federici of Messini presented to the 
section some observations on the nature and 
causes of Dry Gangrene, in which he advanc- 
ed the hypothesis of its proximate cause being 
an antiperistaltic movement of the capillary 
arteries, founding his views on some experi- 
ments which he had made on worms and frogs, 
in which the administration of spurred rye 


of the cranium, basing his views on patholo- 
gical specimens to be seen in the Museum of 
Pavia. 

Dr, Giulj, Professor of Natural History and 
Botany at Siena, and Physician at the Baths 
of Monte Cateni, (not far from Florence, ) com- 
municated the result of a series of observations 
which he had made on the electrical state of 
different organs of individuals employing these* 
mineral waters, He has found on applying 
the electrometer over the region of the liver, 
for example, that it has indicated a state of 
electricity after the use of the waters, differ- 
ent from what it did before their employment. 

This notice gave rise to some remarks from 
Professor Puccinotti, who entered at some 
length, into the consideration of the actual 
State of science in regard to the application of 
electricity to physiology and pathology. He 
| endeavoured to show that all the observations 
hitherto made were deficient in one very im- 
‘portant point, namely, the demonstration of an 
electrical current in the nerves and muscles of 
hot blooded animals. With regard to the ob- 
| servations of Dr, Giulj, they did not appear to 
| prove any thing at all, because the application 
of silver plates on the different regions of the 
body, in connection with the conductors of the 
galvanometer, could only tend to show the 
State of the skin’s electricity, and could in no 
Way indicate that of an organ within the chest 
|or abdomen. In conclusion, he expressed lis 
‘conviction that the chemical and physical 
“sciences were now a-days in a better condition 
than at any former period, for furnishing use- 
fal lights to the science of medicine ; but that 
he who would employ them must know how 
to avail himself of these auxiliary sciences, 
being duly acquainted with what they are ca- 
_pable of doing, and not claiming for them pow- 





had produced a retrograde motion of the blood. | ers, their possession of which is not yet estab- 


Dr. Linoli of Tuscany read a paper, in which 


lished. 


he attempted to prove that inflammation has| Dr. Comandoli made some remarks on affec- 
nothing to do in the reproduction of organized tions almost all of an inflammatory character, 
parts, illustrating his arguments by observa-| which were in his opinion calculated to show 
tions made on the union of bone after fractures. | the importance of the principles on which is 
He thought that all depends on the transuda- founded the system of Italian pathology. 

tion of fibrine from the capillaries, and its sub-| Dr. Pacini of Pistoja showed on a dead body 
sequent consolidation; that there is never a’ the existence of certain small ovular bodies at- 
new product formed ; but that al] takes place tached to the subcutaneous branclies of the 


at the expense of the fractured bones, during | 
which they themselves are always reduced in| 
bulk near the point of fracture. 


nerves of the palm of the hand, of which he 
considered himself the discoverer, and which 


-he thought are probably connected with the 


On this question, Dr. Betti, surgeon to the sense of touch, 

Hospital at Florence, was ofa different opinion, | Dr. Schinas, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
He could prove by anatomical preparations in| at Malta, read a memoir on Dysentery, with 
the Florentine Museum, that there was a true | observations on the specific action of calomel 
reproduction of bone in the case of the extre-| on that affection, given in large doses of halfa 
mities, where the fractured parts were in ap-| drachm. ‘ 

position, but he thought that there was no re-| Some remarks were made on this subject by 
production in those cases of fracture of the| Professor Tommasini and Dr. Del Chiappa, 
cranium, where there was much loss of sub- 
stance, Dr. Corneliani of Pavia maintained| * The salts with which they areimpregnated, be- 
with less limitation than Dr. Betti, that repro- | sides iron, are chiefly muriate of soda, carbonate of 


duction of bone takes place in fracture of bones | magnesia, and lime. 
Wuote No. 90, 25 
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Professor of Clinical Medicine at Pavia, both | Dr. Pecchioli, Professor of Clinical Surgery 
of whom brought forward cases illustrative of at Siena, gave some Statistics in regard to the 
the good effects of such a mode of treating dys- | cases of stone in the bladder, which have oc- 
entery. curred in his practice at the hospital of that 

Dr. Schinas also made some remarks on Te-| town.* He has had 72 cases, 11 of which, 
tanus, whose pathology he considers to be an | not operated upon, were dismissed relieved ; 
inflammation of the spinal marrow,—a view | 2 of them (women) having passed the calculi 
which he has been led to take from the obser-| spontaneously. Of the 61 remaining, 58 were 
vation of twelve cases. In support of his} men, and 3 women; and of these 47 were ope- 
opinion, he showed some drawings to the meet-| rated upon by cystotomy, and 14 by lithotrity. 
ing, illustrating the engorgement of the ves-| His proportion of deaths has been somewhat 


sels of the spinal marrow, as taken from pa-| less than six per cent. 


tients who had died of tetanus. 


Electro-vital Current. 


1. Cannot be obtained by 

sinking wires into the animal 
experimented on, nor by the 
simple application of plates of 
metal to its organs. 
. 2 Is strong, and manifests 
itself promptly, causing at the 
same time a violent reaction 
in the living animal. 


3. Is materially weakened 
if the anatomical proceedings 
be not adroitly performed, or 
the animal lose much blood 
in the course of them, 


4, It has an energy bearing 
some relation to the struggles 
of the animal, 


5. According as the instan- 
taneous struggle of the ani- 
mal is stronger, So is the great 
energy of the current on the 
first plunging of the lancets. 


6. lts energy decreases and 
becomes extinct, as nervo- 
muscular life fades and dies. 


7. The current is alwaysin 
the same direction, 


Current obtuined from purts 
possessing Different Chemi- 
cal Properties, 


1. Is obtained by simple 
contact, on placing plates on 
the membranes, or the surface 
of the organs. 


2. The manifestation of the 
current is not accompanied by 
any reaction on the part of 
the animal during life or after 
death. 


3. Is not influenced cr weak- 
ened by the anatomical pro- 
ceedings, aS may be seen in 
the experiment of forming the 
communication between the 
stomach and gall-bladder dur- 
ing life. 

4, Its energy is always the 
same, bearing no relation to 
the struggles made by the 
animal. 

5. Its energy is nearly the 
same, whether the first time 
that contact is made, or in 
succeeding trials, 


6. It appears to have no de- 
pendence on the vigour of life, 
but may be rendered weaker 
by wiping or washing the sur- 
face (e. g. the mucous mem- 
brane of the stomach) to which 
the blades are applied. 

7. lts direction is variable, 
according to the different elec- 
trical states of the parts to 
which the conductors are ap- 
plied, aud if the relative posi- 
tion of these be changed, the 
current is also inverted, 


Current obtained after Death 
from Different Organized 
Parts. 


1. Can be obtained, but 
not constantly, and always 
on applying the conductors in 
any way to different parts of 
the body. : 

2. If the parts be not moist- 
ened by some decidedly alka- 
line or acid matter, the current 
is at first scarcely apprecia- 
ble, sometimes not detected 
at all, and sometimes of a 
strength indicated by not 
more than two or three de- 
grees of the galvanometer. 

3. Is somewhat increased 
by bringing a larger portion of 
the blades in contact with the 
parts of the animal to which 
they are applied. 


4. It is also increased by 
lessening the space which in- 
tervenes between the points 
of insertion of the two blades, 

5. If the intervening space 


- between the conductors be in- 


creased, the current becomes 
weaker, and at last dies away 
entirely. 


6. The current becomes 
stronger as the post mortem 
changes progress, but is al- 
ways notably weaker, even at 
its maximum, before putrefac- 
tion, than the other two cur- 
rents, 

7. The direction of the cur- 
rent is variable, and inverted 
as the conductors are inverted, 





* This table was not very 


minutely drawn up, and afforded no results of any importance. 
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Some experiments* were shown ata meet- 
ing of this section by Professors Puccinotti 
and Pacinotti, which were also repeated at the 
section of Chemistry and Physics, tending to 
show the existence of an electro-vital current 
in hot-blooded animals, Professor Puccinotti 
having found a mode of deriving it from the 
nervo-muscular system. By this method he 
has readered it appreciable by the electrometer 
of Nobili to the extent of 60°, and upon one 
occasion as high as 90° of that of Melloni. 
His manner of proceeding consists in simulta- 
neously inserting the lancet-shaped blades of 
platinum (which communicate with the gal- 
vanometer in the usual way,) one into the 
brain, and the other into a muscle of the ex- 
tremities of the animal on which he experi- 
ments, as, for example, a cat, a rabit, or a pi- 
geon. By means of this instantaneous plung- 
ing of both lancets into an animal whose phy- 
siological condition is sound, a strong reaction 
takes place, during which the current leaves 
its natural conductors, and attaches itself to 
the metallic ones. ‘This current presents cha- 
racters analogous to the physiological changes | 
of the animal itself, and may be distinguished | 
from other currents demonstrable in the sub- | 
ject of experiment, with which it might at, 
first view beconsidered identical. Thus, Pro-| 
fessor Puccinotti demonstrates what he consi- | 
ders an electro-chemical current by cutting | 
open the abdomen of the animal during life, | 
when, having exposed the cavity of the sto-| 
mach, he applies one of the plantinum blades 
to its mucous membrane, while, at the same 
time raising the liver against the diaphragm, | 
he applies the other blade to the gall-bladder, | 
calculating that he has thus obtained two sur-| 
faces in different states of electricity ; the sto- | 
mach more or less hedewed with gastricjuice, | 
being acid, while the gall-bladder is more or | 
less alkaline. In this way a current of elec- 
tricity is manifested hy the galvanometer, | 
which is stronger than the electro-vital, and— 
appears to obey different laws. He also ob- 
tains another current after the death of the ani- 
mal, which he considers different from the two 
preceding. Immediately after decapitation he 
introduces one blade into the neck, and the other 
at the same instant into one of the extremities 
of the animal experimented on, when acurrent 
of electricity is detected, which is much weak- | 
er than either of the preceding, and is appa- 
rently subservient to different Jaws, To show | 
in what consist these differences, according to 
Dr. Puccinotti, the tabular view of them in 
the preceding page is given nearly in the Pro- 
fessor’s own words, 

In this first category of observations, should 
be mentioned the memoirs laid before the sec- 
tion relative to orthopedy. 

Dr. Pravay of Lyons, an individual who 
cultivates this branch of surgery with great 














* A report of these was directed to be printed. 








zeal and reported success, brought forward his 
views in regard to the curability of congenital 
luxations of the head of the femur, which had 
long been considered in France as incapable of 
effectual permanent reduction. He considered 
such deformities as within the reach of surge- 
ry, but that patience and time is necessary in 
order to secure success, of which he gave an 
example in a case where he had effected per- 
manent reduction, after a duration of treatment 
to the extent of seven months. At first, the 
case was most discouraging and obstinate, as 
the head of the femur, for several days conse- 
cutively, jerked upwards and backwards on 
the dorsum of the ilium every time it was 
brought down to its normal position, 

Dr, Scalvanti of Pisa read an account of some 
successful cases of cure of club-foot, showing 
at the same time the apparatus he had em- 
ployed, aud in some cases without section of 
the tendons, 

A mummy was shown to the section by Dr. 
Pacini of Lucca, which was in a state of good 
preservation, though prepared five years ago. 
The mode he adopted was that of Tranchina of 
Sicily. 

Dr. Comi of Rome showed some preparations 
of animal matter which he had reduced to a 
state of stony solidification, preserving at the 
same time the original form of the parts so pre- 
pared. He supposed his process to be the same 
as that adopted by Segata. 

The second class of the proceedings of this 
section, according to the arrangement adopted, 
was composed of written dissertations, 

Dr, Giacomini, Professor of Clinical Medi- 
cine at Padua, read a paper on the nature and 
vitality of the Human Blood, in which, after 
having commented on the uncertainty of all 
chemical and physical examinations of its na- 
ture, he concluded that it isa homogeneous 


| fluid, and, that its vitality depends upon the 


solids. He thought also that its alterations 
are never spontaneous or primary, but are 


_merely symptoms, the production of which 


must be looked for in the primary alterations 
of the solids. 

Dr. Bufalini, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
at Florence, in reference to this paper, observ- 
ed, that whatever might be the unsatisfactory 
character of the chemical and physical re- 
searches into the nature of the blood, they by 


/no means excluded the possibility of finding, 


by their aid, some principle constituting the 
primary alteration of this fluid, and being thus 
the spontaneous cause of disease—that the fa- 
cility with which the blood becomes altered in 
its properties is itself a proof of the suscepti- 
bility of this fluid to morbificcauses. Profes- 
sor Bufalini thought there could be no doubt 
that some diseases are of humoral origin—that 
the animal economy ought to be regarded as 
subject to the influence of dynamic and chemi- 
cal actions—and that the primary seat of a dis- 
ease should not be sought by having recourse 
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to the principle of vitality alone, but also in the 
analogies which the chemical and physical 
sciences furnish to medicine, 

Dr. TPurchetti read some considerations on 
the bad moral condition of the Medici di Con- 
dotta of Italy. 

These are a class of medical men, who are 
appointed and paid by the village or commu- 
nity in which they practise, receiving from it 
an annual income for their trouble, but not en- 
titled to demand remuneration from individuals, 

Dr. Morelli, Professor of Clinical Medicine 
at Pisa, read some remarks on the value of the 
physiological works of Professor Forni of Tu- 
rin, which he thought were not so extensively 
known or so highly appreciated as they deserv- 
ed to be. 

Dr. Ferrario, of Milan, read a paper on the 
utility and necessity for the interests of medi- 
cal science of some arrangementin every hospi- 
tal, whereby the value of the different pathologi- 
cal systems might be fairly tested, and for this 
purpose suggested thata statistical report might 
be made, containing the respective pathologi- 
cal, therapeutic, and clinical observations made 
in each ward. For example, a clinical ward 
might be allotted in every hospital for the pa- 
tients of those individuals upholding inflamma- 
tion as the cause of all disease, another for the 
‘«¢ Mistionists ;”” and so on, with regard to 
every system worthy of investigation—that of 
homeopathy being excluded by the undivided 
verdict of the meeting. Dr, Ferrario showed 
a programme of such a statistical table as he 
suggested might be adopted in all the hospi- 
tals of Italy. 

This communication was followed by some 
observations of pathological and clinical inte- 
rest, as to the construction of the most useful 
form of a table of medical statistics for Italian 
hospitals, in which Drs, Bufalini and Ferrario 
took part, , 

Dr, Fassetta, Physician to the Civil Hospi- 
tal of Venice, brought forward some observa- 
tions on the combination of the moral with the 
medical treatment of insane patients ; present- 
ing at the same time a statistical account of 
the doings of the female lunatic asylum at Ve- 
nice, during the years 1837 and 1838, regard- 
ed under the influence of moral causes, 

Dr, Bouros, Professor of Pathology and Cli- 
nical Medicine at Athens, gave the results of 
of his chemical analysis of the principal hot 
springs of Greece, with some account of their 
medical uses, aud geographical and geological 
notices of their localities. 

Dr, Meneghini, Assistant to the Botanical 
chair at Padua, read an article on Phrenology, 
in which he expressed his conviction that the 
reason of that doctrine suffering in the opinion 
of some learned and impartial men, is tracea- 
ble to the circumstance of many phrenologists, 
since the time of Gall, forgetting the funda- 
mental precept of their master, to take anato- 
mical facts for their guide, and to weigh well 





the deductions drawn from cranioscopy. Hav- 
ing taken a short and rapid view of the strac- 
ture of the brain, he showed, with the aid of 
comparative tables, that the prominences of va- 
rious regions of the craniam, instead of being 
produced by the convolutions immediately un- 
der them, might often owe their origin to some 
extraordinary development of deep-seated parts. 

The discussion at the last pone of this 
section, 14th October, was sustained mainly 
by Professor Puccinotti and Dr. Comandoll, 
who endeavoured to combine all the different 
theoretical propositions advanced during the 
previous sederunts. Professor Puccinotti at- 
tempted to show that all such had the tenden- 
cy to give a character of yeneral agreement to 
certain cardinal points on which the Italian pa- 
thology is founded, and that those individuals 
did not properly understand it who considered 
this system as divided by doctrines fundamen- 
tally different or opposite. On such a harmo- 
ny of principles he conceived depended the ex- 
pectations and hopes of the ultimate utility 
and excellence of such reunion as the present, 

Besides these proceedings there were others 
which do not come under either of the above 
categories, but these were few or of little con- 
sequence. Among the first were some prizes 
offered by different individuals of the Section. 

Joseph Frank* proposed a prize of 500 francs 
for the best essay on the! Hippocratic system 
of medicine, to be decided at the next meeting 
of the association, 

Dr. Thaon of Leghorn also proposed one to 
be awarded to the individual who would bring 
forward the greater number of satisfactory ob- 
servations on a method of curing carcinoma of 
the breast. 

Thus terminated the proceedings of the me- 
dical section of this association, of which the 
above is a somewhat curtailed account, Their 
meetings were interrupted, as well as those of 
all the other sections, on the eighth day of the 
Congress, by a general meeting similar to the 
first, at which different letters were read, and 
the names mentioned, of various individuals 
who had come to the meeting of the associa- 
tion as deputies from different academies or 
universities, These were in all upwards of 
forty, composing sixteeen deputations. The 
Rev. Raffaello Lambruschini then read a paper 
on the part which the Earth acted in preparing 
and supplying the Nutrient Juices to Plants, 
He was followed by the Prince of Musignano 
on the Electrical Properties of the ‘Torpedo,— 
by Professor Belli of Milan, on the Formation 





* Son of Peter Frank, who was long connected 
with the schools of medicine of Pavia and Vienna, 
as was also Joseph himself, though subsequently 
Professor of Practical Medicine in the University of 
Wilna. He has now for many years abandoned 
his public pursuits and retired for the most part to 
4 property he has on the banks of the Lake of 
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of Hail,—by Professor Domnandos, deputy 
from the University of Athens, who brought 
forward some geological observations on the 
Island of Santorino,—and_tlastly, ‘l'ommasini 
read a memoir on the Influence of Habit on the 
Animal Economy, both in its Physiological 
and Pathological condition, 

On the last day, (15th October, ) another ge- 
neral meeting was held, at which the grand 
Duke of Tuscany, (who also attended one of 
the meetings of each of the sections, ) attended, 
when the general and sectional secretaries read 
their reports, and some business of a miscella- 
neous character was gone through, ‘The as- 
sociation having been announced to meet next 
year (1840,) at ‘Turin, and the year following 
(1841,) at Florence, then closed its business 
for this session. 

I have only to add, thatall the arrangements 
throughout were distinguished by a regularity 
and fitness scarcely to have been expected in 
so early a stage of the association’s existence, 
and that its members had great reason to be 
highly gratified by the steps taken. for their 
accommodation and amusement during their 
sojourn in Pisa. Every public place was 
thrown open for their inspection, and they 
had free ingress to the Cassino of the good 
town of Pisa, where newspapers and journals 
were found all day, and in the evening, danc- 
ing or conversation reunions. ‘They were like- 
wise honoured by an invitation to dine in the 
Duke’s Palace, with the Governor of the city, 
of which the greater part availed themselves, 
and drank most enthusiastically to the owner’s 
health, 

Each member on reclaiming his passport 
which he had deposited on enrolling his name, 
also received as a souvenir of this first es- 
tablishment of the association, a medal, along 
with a printed copy of Rosini’s address, and 
other pamphlets connected with the proceed- 
ings of the Congress, ‘I'he medal is stamped 
on one side with the head of Galileo, and on 
the other, with the architectural group for 
which Pisa is so justly famed, namely, the 
Cathedral, Campo Santo, Campanile, and 
Baptistery,—above which is the inscription : 
A onore di Galileo, Pisa,—memore del primo 
consessu dei Naturalisti Italiani auspice Leo- 
poldo Il, Ottobre, 1839,—£d, Med, and Surg. 
Journal, 





The Anasarca which follows Scarlatina,—At 
the Westminister Medical Society, Mr. Snow 
read a paper on the anasarca which follows 
scarlatina. He commenced by saying that 
there appeared to be great variety in the fre- 
quency and severity with which this affection 
followed scarlet fever, at different times, and 
in different places. During the late epidemic 
in the metropolis, the subsequent anasarca had 
been rather frequent, and somewhat fatal. Mr. 
Creickshank first discovered albumen, or se- 
rum, in the urine of dropsical patients. Dr. 
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Wells soon afterwards confirmed the fact, and 
made some progress in ascertaining the cir- 
cumstances under which it was found. He 
stated his belief in the injurious effects of mer- 
cury in this class of dropsies, and showed that 
the administration of that medicine would often 
cause albumen to be secreted with the urine; 
and he also ascertained that in every, or almost 
every, case of anasarea following scarlet fever, 
the urine contained serum, and generally the 
colouring matter of the blood also, Dr, Blackall 
had since extended this subject, and spoken 
particularly of the injurious effects of calomel 
in the anasarea which followed scarlet fever. 
More recently, Dr. Bright had discovered the 
connection between the albuminous state of 
the urine and certain diseases of the kidney, 
and had shown that such state of the urine was 
by no means confined to dropsical patients ; 
but that dropsy was only one, out of several, 
secondary affections which might be occasion- 
ed by renal disease. Many physicians hesi- 
tated, at first, to accept these views, but they 
now, for the most part, admitted that, with a 
few recognisable exceptions, albumen in the 
urine indicated a granular or flaky deposit in 
the kidney ; or a state of disease which, if not 
cured, might lead to this deposit. Dr. Bright 
and Dr, Christison both said that this disorga- 
nization of the kidney might be occasioned by 
scarlet fever, and one of them iad related a 


well-marked case which had clearly dated its | 


origin from that disease. 

‘The author of the paper then related twelve 
cases which occurred during the last autumn, 
The first of these was one following a very se- 
vere form of scarlet fever, in a girl twelve 
years of age. It proved fatal in avery sudden 
manner, probably from extensive hydrops pe- 
ricardii, Which was found after death. There 
were also hydrothorax, ascites, and general 
edema, with evidence of pleuritis in the pre- 
sence of recently effused lymph. The contents 
of the cranium were healthy; the kidneys were 
so much hypertrophied, that they weighed a 
pound, avoirdupois; the left weighing eight 
ounces two drachms, the right, seven ounces 
six drachms, ‘These kidneys were laid before 
the Society ; one of them had been injected by 
Mr. Toynbee; the injection returned very rea- 
dily by the veins, and portions of the organ, 
examined under the microscope, showed the 
Malphigian bodies to be very much enlarged, 
and the vessels composing them opened out, so 
that they no longer presented a properly-defin- 
ed form, 

The subject of the second case was the bro- 
ther of the above patient, and was nine years 
of age; he had extensive anasarca and ascites, 
and recovered under a venesection to four 
ounces, and a course of free purgation, This 
boy had, during his illness, a peculiar dingy 
colour of the skin, which symptom also ac- 
companied one of the other cases, This was 
occasionally a symptom of an advanced state 
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of granular disease of the kidney, but Mr. 
Snow believed had not been previously no- 
ticed in an early stage of the affection. 

Four out of the remaining cases proved fatal. | 
In two of them an examination was made, and 
the kidneys were found to be much congested, 
though not hypertrophied or otherwise dis- 
eased ; the mucous lining of the calices and 
infundibula, however, was in one of the cases 
much injected, as if from inflammation, In 
this case the lungs were also edematous, and 
a portion of one Jung hepatised, and there was 
evidence of pericarditis in lymph thrown out 
on the surface of the heart. One of the other 
cases, in which no autopsy had been made, ap- 





peared to terminate by edema of the lungs, 
The eleventh case detailed, was that of a 
delicate girl, eleven years of age, who was at- 
tacked with pain in the region of the heart, 
three weeks after scarlet fever; the heart pul- 
sated with great force, one hundred and seventy 
times in the minute, and the pulse at the wrist 
was scarcely perceptible. ‘The dulness, on 
percussion of the cardiac region, was much 





extended, prebably from hydrops pericardii ; 
there was a very slight ederaa at the upper 
part of each foot, but no where else; the urine 
was scanty, opaque, and albuminous. Under 
the use of small doses of antimony and digitalis, 
with purgatives and counter-irritation of the 
chest, this patient gradually recovered. 

The twelfth case was that of a boy, aged six 
years, About three weeks after a very slight 
attack of scarlet fever he was seized with diffi- 
culty of breathing and slight feverishness, hav- 
ing no pain or rale; two days afterwards he 
was attacked with spasmodic pain in the bow- 
els and nettle-rash. The following day, the 
fourth of his illness, he had constant pain in 
the abdomen, with great tenderness on presure; 
his bowels were obstinately confined ; counte- 
nance anxious; tungue dry and furred, and 
pulse frequent. Blood was drawn freely by 
leeches applied to the abdomen, and on the fol- 
lowing day these symptoms were relieved, but 
the difficult breathing remained, and there was 
now pain in the cardiac region, and the heart 
was beating with great force and frequency. 
There was no edema during any part of the 
illness; but considering there might be affec- 
tion of the kidney, unaccompanied by the ana- 
sarca, the urine, which was secreted im dimi-. 
nished quantity, was examined and found to 
be albuminous, The urine soon regained its 
healthy state ; but the pain and increased ac- 
tion of the heart continued, and a loud bellows 
sound became established with the first sound; 
the symptoms afterwards became somewhat 
relieved, but the boy was still under treatment, 

Mr, Snow said that, in all these cases but 
two, albumen was found in the urine, and he 
believed it would have been detected in these 
also, at some period of the affection, if the 
urine had been examined more than once, The 





greatest quantity of albumen had been found in 





the most severe cases, and, with the commence- 
ment of recovery, it became less. In more than 
half the cases there was also more or less of 
the colouring matterof the blood. In renal af- 
fections, with albuminous urine, not following 
scarlet fever, the colouring matter of the blood 
was by no means so often present. He 
thought that this difference depended on the 
circumstance, that the affection, following scar- 
let fever, was always observed in its recent 
form, or else in the fact that it occurred chiefly 
amongst children. He had observed some- 
thing which gave an opacity to the urine in 
almost every case, and which, in the course 
of a few hours, settled down in the form of a 
white flocculent deposit; this answered to the 
tests of fibrine, and he believed that it was the 
fibrine of the blood, In all the casesin which 
the specific gravity of the urine was ascertain- 
ed, it was much below the standard of health; 
denoting a great deficiency in the quantity of 
urea, but the urine was, at the same time, very 
scanty; the deficiency of the urea must have 
been, therefore, very great; and it must have, 
consequently, accumulated in the blood, and it 
had often been detected there. He thought 
that this urea, either by direct contact, or 
through the influence of the nervous system, 
Stimulated the heart to undue action, which 
would increase, if it might. not cause the pleu- 
ritis, and the other inflammations so common 
in this affection; and if the increased action 
continued, it might lead to disease of the heart 
itself, or of the pericardium. In at least half 
the cases he had witnessed, he had found the 
action of the heart increased much beyond 
what sympathy, with disease in other organs, 
would account for; this increased action gene- 
rally came on some time after the anasarca, 
There was pain in the region of the kidneys 
in only a few of the cases; in a few more 
there was tenderness on pressure; but in the 
majority there was neither pain nor tender- 
ness, Vomiting occurred in many of the 
cases, and in several more there was another 
form of gastric irritation, viz., craving appetite, 
The tongue was clean in most of the patients, 
Pain in the belly had been a common attend- 
ant, even when the peritoneum was not dis- 
tended with fluid, 

T'wo of the cases occurred in a brother and 
sister, and a third patient had ‘a sister who had 
been affected with the disease three years ago, 
facts, confirming the observation of Dr, Wells, 
that some families seemed to be predisposed 
to it more than others.. He, perhaps, could 
offer no explanation why scarlatina predis- 
posed to the affection; but as exposure to cold 
often seemed to be the immediate cause of the 
attack, it would be a prudent measure to de- 
fend the patients from cold as much as pos- 
sible for a month, at the end of which time 
they might be considered out of danger. The 
majority of cases commenced about three 
weeks after the beginning of the fever, but 
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several of them much earlier, and a few latér. | rious stages of pulmonary consumption. We 
It seemed to follow mild as well as severe | select twenty-four cases, of different ages and 
cases, without showing a preference to either. | Sexes : fourteen of these were males, ten fe- 
He recommended blood-letting in the com-|males. Of the former, one was 26 years of 
mencement of the disorder, when the strength age; two, 23; one, 24; two, 27; one, 30; 
would bear it, and he alluded to several au-|two, 34; one, 36; one, 39; one 45; and one, 


thorities in proof of the success of this prac- 
tice, 
should be resorted to in all cases, and gave 


52, The ages of the females, were 19, 27, 28, 


He advised, also, that free purgation | 33, 34, 36, 39, 48, and 64. 


Stage of the disease.—Males. Three were af- 


the preference to the compound jalap powder fected with tubercles, in the first stage; in two, 


as a purgative, and thought these measures 
would be assisted by the administration of di- 
gitalis. 

Dr. Addison would offer one remark on the 
subject which had occupied the Society, and 
that was with reference to the assumption, 
that the kidney was the fons et origo of all the 


mischief in the cases (and those analogous to 
The fact which | which it was necessary to stop, was ten drops; 


them) which had been read, 


the tubercles were beginning to soften ; in one, 
they had passed to the second stage; in two, 
‘small caverns had formed; and six were in 


the last stage of tubercular consumption, 
Females.——In one, the tubercles were in the 

first stage; in two, in the second; and in seven, 

in the third stage. 

Dose.*—For the males, the lowest dose at 





Dr. Bright had established of the connection | one patient was able to take twenty-four drops; 
which existed between the mottled kidney the others, from sixteen to twenty-four. When 
and albuminous urine, with dropsy, was a | carried to the dose of twenty-eight drops, ner- 


very valuable one, He(Dr. Addison) thought, | vous accidents were produced. 


however, that as we gained experience, the 
sweeping conclusion, that the disease of the 


kidney was the fons et origo of the dropsy 


and other symptoms, would be found to be in- 
correct, and that we were, in fact, mistaking 
an effect for a cause. Mr. Snow, in his 
paper, has detailed one case in which the 
anasarca, and the albuminous state of the 
urine occurred simultaneously, showing that 
one was not dependent upon the other. Other 
cases also led to this inference. Again, cases 
occurred—he referred to those of a chronic 


kind—which presented a series of phenomena | 


characteristic of disease of the kidney, but 
which were unaccompanied with the evidence 


of albuminous urine or of dropsy, yet the pa-| 


tient dying, Bright’s kidney was found. He 
did not deny that the disease of the kidney 
produced the albuminous urine; but, in com- 


For females, 
the minimum dose was eight drops, the maxi- 
mum, eighteen, 

Effects.—1n the greater number of cases, the 
effects of the remedy were absolutely null, and 
‘in some, the symptoms were even aggravated. 
Thus, in one female the vomiting was increas- 
ed; ina male, the diarrhea and colliquitive 
sweats became more frequent. In the female, 
aged 64, the abdominal pain was greatly ag- 
gravated, In some cases, each spoonful of the 
mixture occasioned severe coughing, and in 
‘others, dyspnea. 

Three patients were apparently relieved ; 
the following is a brief account of their 
“cases :— 

_ Case !.—A man, 52 years of age, affected 
with tubercles in the second stage, took the 
-prussic acid for two months, the dose being 
gradually carried to 18 drops. He experienc- 


mon with many other physicians, he doubted ed some sensation of heat about the epigas- 
if that diseased state was the origin of drop-/|trium,and slight feebleness. He affirmed that 
sy, and the other series of phenomena which his cough was better, and felt so well that he 


accompanied it. 


He should rather ascribe all left the hospital. There were, however, no 


these, including the disease of the kidney signs of amelioration, so far as the symptoms 
itself, to a peculiar state of the system, which were concerned. 


might be induced by intemperance, and a va-| 


Case 2.—A girl, 19 years of age, had tuber- 


riety of causes, When cases occurred in which | cles in the first stage, but on the point of soft- 


the symptoms indicated the presence of a mot- | ening. 


The febrile symptoms were high ; 


tled kidney, it was remarkable how quickly | pulse one hundered and twenty ; but the cough 


the disorganization was detected; on the con- | and dyspnea were moderate, 


The dose was 


trary, however, when there were no symptoms | gradually carried to 16 drops, and continued, 


of such disease, the kidney was said to be | in this quantity, for a month. 


sound, when a single glance would be suffi- 
cient to decide that the kidney really was in a 
mottled state, —Lancet. 

Prussic Acid in Phthisis.—The effects of 
medicinal substances have so seldom been ob- 
served with exactitude that we are glad to re- 
cord the following, from a recent number of 
the * French Medical Gazette.” 

M. Andral has employed prussic acid in va- 





| 








Sweating. 


The medicine 
occasioned heat of surface, giddiness, and then 
The febrile symptoms gradually 
abated, and she left the hospital, certainly 
somewhat better, but with night sweats. M. 
Andral attributed her improvement, not to the 
medicine, but to the fact, that the softening of 





* The acid employed was that prepared after the 
formula of Gea-Pessina. It contains one atem of 
anhydrous acid to five of water. 
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the tubercles was now completed, for the 
existence of small tubercular cavities was ma- 
nifest. 

Case 3.—A young man, 20 years ofage, was 
admitted into La Charité, with tubercles in 
their first stage. He left the hospital, improv- 
ed, in a few days, but the amelioration might 
as well have been attributed to rest and diet, 
as he had just returned, much fatigued, from a 
long voyage. 

Fourteen of the patients died under treat- 
ment; seven were dismissed without having 
experienced any benefit. Hence, we may fair- 
ly conclude, that in the 24 cases just mention- 
ed, the prussic acid exercised no influence over 
the symptoms or progress of pulmonary con- 
sumption.—Lancet, from Gaz. Med, de Paris, 





Greater number of Still-born in Illegitimate 
than in Legitimate Births.—\t is well known 
that unmarried females who become pregnant 
are much more likely to have still-born chil- 
dren than married women. Professor Jorg in 
his recent work, * Die Zurechnungs fahigkeit 
der Schwangern und Gebarenden beleuchlet,” 
states that in Leipsic in 1835, there were born 
1121 legitimate and 249 illegitimate children ; 
and of these 45 of the former, and 28 of the 
latter were still-born; the ratio being in legiti- 
mate births, 1 still-born in nearly every 22 
births, whilst in the illegitimate it was one 
still-born for a fraction more than every 13 
births. —Edinburgh Med, and Surg Journal. 





Conception after cessation of the Menses,—The 
subjoined case may be interesting in a medico- 
legal point of view, and tend in some measure 
to subvert the generally received opinion, that 
conception will not take place after the cessa- 
tion of the catamenia. 


Mrs. W., a healthy woman, aged 44, had, 
previous to her present pregnancy, given birth 
to nine children at intervals of from eighteen 
months to two years. She was confined with 
her ninth child in September, 1836. ‘The se- 
cretion of milk had always before been plenti- 
ful, but on this occasion it was much diminish- 
ed in quantity, and, in fact, the child weaned 
itself before it was twelve months old, owing 
to the paucity of the secretion. Mrs. W. af- 
terwards had a s/ight return of the catamenia 
at the regular periods, up to July, 1838, when 
they entirely ceased. Under these circum- 
stances it was natural to infer that conception 
could not afterwards take place, but in this 
conclusion my patient has been deceived, as 
she was this morning delivered of a healthy 
boy, her tenth child. Her other children are 
all living. In this case conception must have 
taken place at least seven months after what I 
should have considered to be the final cessa- 
tion of the menses. Joun Pearson. 

Staleybridge, Dec. 31, 1839, 

Lon. Lan, 














Chloride of Sodium in Scrofula,.—M, A, 
Latour speaks highly of the utility of this 
remedy m scrofula or pulmonary consumption. 
The following case is illustrative of its effects : 

A girl, 13 years of age, of lymphatic tem- 
perament, suffered, for more than a year, un- 
der scrofulous symptoms; the submaxillary 
ganglia were greatly enlarged, and the upper 
lip was the seat of an extensive scrofulous ul- 
ceration, for which a variety of remedies had 
been tried during eleven months without bene- 
fit. 

On the 9th of April adrachm of sea-salt was 
given in soup, and ordered to be continued 
daily. ‘The sore was washed with salt-water, 
and the diet was confined entirely to animal 
food. ‘The re-action produced by the salt was 
so great that the dose was diminished by one- 
half, and then continued at that dose. The 
child took frequent exercise in the open air. 
Towards the middle of May the ulcer was 
healed, and in fifty days a complete cure was 
obtained. M. Latour recommends that the 
salt should be given in flour, made up in the 
form of a little French roll. 

Thus a drachm of salt, dissolved in a small 
quantity of water, may be mixed with four 
ounces of flour. Children will readily eat one 
or two of these rolls in the day,—Jbid, from 
L’ Experience, Jan, 9, 1840. 





Statistical Researches on Pneumonia,—M. 
Pelletan, chef de clinique of M. Bouillaud, has 
carefully analysed 75 cases of pneumonia 
which he observed in the hospital of La Charite 
during the years 1834, 1835, and 1836. The 
following deductions may be drawn from these 
cases :— 

Single pneumonia (i. e, affecting one side 
of the chest only) is more frequent than double 
pneumonia, in the proportion of 7 to2. Inthe 
75 cases the right lung was more frequently 
attacked than the left one, in the proportion of 
24 to 1. ‘The base of the lung was more fre- 
quently attacked than the apex, in the propor- 
tion of 3 to 2. Men were more frequently at- 
tacked than women, in the proportion of 10 to 
1, The influence of exposure to cold, as an 
exciting cause, was found to exist in 7-9th’s 
of the cases. The frequency of the pulse gave 
no exact indication of the progress of the dis- 
ease; on the contrary, the frequency of the 
respiration seemed to measure exactly the de- 
gree and danger of the malady. 

Prostration of strength and delirium more 
frequently existed with pneumonia of the apex, 
than of the base. As for the treatment the 
greatest benefit was derived from bleeding 
coup sur coup. Only two deaths occurred in 
55 cases of simple pneumonia, and the dura- 
tion of the disease was manifestly abridged. 
Blisters were of little service in adults ; some- 
times useful in children, but of very great 
benefit in old people, —Jbid, from Gaz. Med. 
Jan, 11, 1840, 
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